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GH  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  ^ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  41st  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services. 
I regret  that  it  should  be  published  so  late  in  the  year,  but  you  will  appreciate  that  without  any 
clerical  staff  or  even  a Health  Visitor  since  September  last  year,  the  entire  burden  of  administering 
the  services  has  fallen  upon  Mr.  Eldred  and  myself,  and  although  the  material  has  been  available, 
it  has  been  quite  impossible  to  put  it  into  the  form  of  a report  for  circulation.  You  will  observe 
that  for  the  first  time  since  the  war  began,  we  have  had  to  revert  to  printing  because  the  shorthand 
typist  whom  I employed  at  my  own  expense  to  produce  proofs  in  the  first  instance  is  no  longer 
available.  Circular  10/44  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  15th  February,  1944,  virtually  restricts 
the  material  for  publication  to  (1)  Diphtheria  Immunisation ; (2)  General  Standard  of  Cleanliness, 
and  habits  appertaining  in  relation  to  infestations  by  head  lice  ; (3)  Vital  Statistics  and  a general 
review  of  the  Water  Supply.  To  these,  I propose  to  add  a brief  note  on  the  Work  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  This  service  is  greatly  indebted  to  Mrs.  Bulling,  Mrs.  Coates, 
Mrs.  Higginson  and  Mrs.  Steward  who  have  assisted  at  the  regular  sessions  in  rotation,  and  to  Miss 
Napier  who  has  attended  every  regular  session  throughout  the  year.  Without  their  help  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  centre  at  the  level  which  it  undoubtedly 
occupies. 

My  thanks  are  due,  and  are  extended,  to  Mr.  E.  F.  Eldred  for  his  very  able  assistance,  and  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  doing  everything  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  Public  Health  Department  during  a difficult  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  STORK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff. — Miss  C.  Osborne,  who  has  been  your  senior  Health  Visitor  for  14  years,  retired  on  the 
1st  September,  1943.  Mrs.  Pettman,  who  had  been  her  assistant,  had  already  left  in  March  to  take 
up  a Day-nursery  appointment  elsewhere.  At  the  same  time,  the  second  School  Nurse,  Mrs.  Gates, 
gave  up  her  appointment  to  take  up  welfare  work  at  a munitions  factory.  We  were  thus  left  with 
the  senior  School  Nurse,  Miss  Sneezum,  to  run  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and  the 
whole  of  the  school  clinic  work  with  the  help  of  a part-time  nurse  on  four  mornings  a week  for  the 
dental  clinic. 

Infant  and  Child  Welfare. — Miss  Osborne's  retirement  threatened  at  first  to  reduce  the 
number  of  attendances  of  infants  and  children  under  school  age  at  the  clinic,  for  all  home  visiting 
had,  of  course,  to  be  suspended.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  mothers  had  realised  that 
instead  of  being  open  on  one  day  a week,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  arranged  to  see  them 
at  the  clinic  daily  at  11  a.m.  Only  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  have  been  counted  as  recorded 
sessions,  though  babies  are  in  fact  seen  almost  every  day.  Examination  of  the  figures  given 
under  the  attendances  at  the  centre  shows  that  there  was  a slight  falling  off  throughout  the  year 
taken  as  a whole,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  numbers  had  increased  very  considerably  and  on  a 
general  estimate  it  seems  likely  that  the  figures  for  1943  have  already  been  exceeded  in  1944.  The 
number  of  recorded  sessions  was  103 ; the  number  attending  the  clinic — infants  under  1 year,  163 
(the  total  births  were  307)  ; children  over  1 year,  297.  Total  number  of  attendances — infants,  1656  ; 
children,  882.  Health  Visitor’s  visits  to  infants  (to  August),  676;  to  childien,  1152 
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School  Clinic. — Figures  for  the  school  clinic  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

The  Isolation  Hospital. — 26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  10  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  treated... 
There  were  no  deaths. 

The  Children’s  Act. — Seven  children  were  under  Miss  Osborne’s  observation  until  her  resignation 
since  when  as  it  has  been  impossible  to  appoint  a successor,  dependence  has  had  to  be  placed  on 
periodic  inspections  of  these  children  at  the  clinic. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 
The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1942. 


Outdoor  Relief. — 


Casuals.  — 


Men 

61 

( 78) 

Women 

84 

(104) 

Children 

120 

(113) 

Total  .... 

265 

(295) 

Cost 

£2258  16s.  4d. 

(£2260 

Os.  6d.) 

Men 

441 

(370) 

Women 

0 

( 0) 

Children 

0 

( 0) 

Total  .... 

441 

(370) 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth  rate  shows  a decrease  over  the  previous  year,  but  is  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  Stillbirths  show  a decrease  over  1942  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  exactly 
one  half  of  that  for  the  previous  year,  the  rate  per  1000  live  births  being  29  (56)  as  against  49  for 
England  and  Wales  in  both  years.  Premature  birth  accounted  for  4 of  the  9 deaths  and  3 were 
classified  under  “ Congenital  Malformations,  birth  injury  and  Infantile  diseases,”  which  as  previously 
noted  is  an  unsatisfactory  grouping.  It  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  with  a total  of  307  live 
births  and  6 stillbirths,  only  one  woman  died  from  maternal  causes. 


Live  Births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

....  283  (304) 

153  (166) 

130 

(138) 

Illegitimate 

24  ( 17) 

8 ( 9) 

16 

( 8) 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of  Population 

....  16.7 

(17,9) 

” 

England  and  Wales  .... 

....  16.5 

(15.8) 

Stillbirths. — Total 

6 (9) 

Males  4 (4) 

Females 

2 (5) 

Rate  per  1000  of  population 

....  .... 

32 

(.50) 

,, 

England  and  Wales  .... 

5 

(.54) 

„ ,,  Total  (live  and  stillbirths) 

....  19.1 

(27.2) 

Deaths. — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

224  (227) 

95  (109) 

129 

(118) 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  population 

....  12.2 

(12.6) 

ff  >>  >* 

England  and  Wales 

....  12.1 

(11.6) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

.... 

.... 

....  0 

(0) 

Other  maternal  causes 

.... 

.... 

....  1 

(0) 

Total 

....  1 

(0) 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3.1  (0) 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

8 (17) 

5 (13) 

3 

(4) 

Illegitimate 

1 (1) 

0 (0) 

1 

(1) 

Rate  per  1000  live  births 

....  29 

(56) 

,,  ,,  ,,  England 

and  Wales  .... 

....  49 

(49) 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

....  40 

(35) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

....  0 

(0) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

....  0 

(0) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 3^ears) 

....  1 

(2) 

Four  inquests  were  held  and  9 deaths  were  certified  by  the  Coroner  without  an  inijuest. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — Immunisation  has  been  carried  on  steadily,  a special  session  being 
held  on  one  day  a week.  In  the  absence  of  any  scare,  it  must  be  admitted  that  public  interest  in 
this  subject  has  tended,  as  is  the  way  with  our  people,  to  wane.  During  1943,  213  children  under 
5 years  of  age  and  19  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  were  immunised.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
percentages  of  children  immunised  were  65  in  the  first  group  and  89  in  the  second.  The  younger 
group  have  lately  been  coming  up  in  more  satisfactory  numbers. 

Scabies. — The  statement  on  this  subject  made  last  year  still  holds  good.  Outbreaks  are 
spasmodic  and  tend  to  be  confined  to  certain  well  recognised  areas  in  the  Borough.  It  was  realised 
that  satisfactory  results  could  not  be  expected  if  the  preliminary  washing  was  left  to  the  parents,  and 
a bath  was  installed  at  the  school  clinic  in  June  ; 273  baths  were  given  between  that  date  and 
December  31st.  The  cleansing  station  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  dealt  with  16  adult  males 
and  59  females. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — The  supply  is  from  a deep  well  raised  by  electric  pumps  to  a reservoir  whence  it  is 
distributed  throughout  the  district.  The  water  is  of  exceptional  purity,  and  thanks  to  the  assistance 
afforded  by  the  public  in  saving  waste,  the  supply  has  been  continuous. 

Closet  Accommodation. — All  closets  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Schools. — The  Elementary  Schools  are  all  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  supply,  and 
connected  to  the  public  sewerage  system. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. — The  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been  maintained.  Two  licences  to  bottle 
T.T.  milk  were  issued. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Three  slaughterhouses,  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
remained  in  use  throughout  the  year  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and 
surrounding  districts.  9,573  carcases  were  examined. 

Unsound  Food. — Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  diverted  to  other 
purposes  or  destroyed  were — 

Meat  and  offals  ....  ....  ....  ....  24,813  lbs. 

Fish  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,940  „ 

Miscellaneous  articles  ....  ....  ....  1,400  ,, 

2,359  unsound  tins  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  vegetables,  etc.,  were  destro3^ed. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  table  giving  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  shows  a total  of  163  cases,  of  which  12 
were  Pneumonia,  supplying  5 of  the  6 deaths  occurring  under  this  heading.  The  5 cases  ot 
Puerperal  Pjuexia  all  occurred  in  Institutions, 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


AT 

AGES— YEA 

t 

RS. 

• 

Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65  and 

over 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

24 

1 

3 

14 

3 

2 

1 

20 

0 

Diphtheria 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— ■ 

8 

0 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

All  occurred 
in  Institutions. 

0 

Measles  .... 

108 

1 

13 

13 

8 

15 

53 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

12 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

0 

5 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 



■ 

— 



1 

0 

0 

Neonatorum  .... 
Cerebro-spinal  .... 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Fever  

1 

1 

0 

1 

Vaccination. — The  Vaccinnation  Acts  are  administered  according  to  the  Law  as  it  stands. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — ^Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  deals  with  all  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Four  cases  notified  recovered 
without  ill-effect. 


Tuberculosis. — There  was  a welcome  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  8 as 
against  14. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1 

Pulmonary. 

Non-PuJ 

monary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

25 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

' — • 



1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

4 

2 

— 

6 

1 

1 

— 

Venereal  Diseases.- — These  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Posters  have  been  displayed  in  appropriate  places,  and  the  Cinema  authorities  have  offered  valuable 
help  in  showing  appropriate  films  under  the  authority  of  the  Council. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1943  IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 

Registrar  General’s 
Figures. 

M F. 

All  Causes.  ....  ....  ....  ....  95  129 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ....  ....  ■ .... 

6 

1 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  .... 

• — 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  and  Uterus  (F) 

2 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

7 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

....  10 

13 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

18. 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

2 

17 

19. 

Heart  Disease  .... 

....  34 

42 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis 

3 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years; 

1 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

4 

2 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

— 

4 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  birth  injury,  infantile  disease 

3 

— 

33. 

Suicide 

— 



34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  .... 

2 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

1 

36. 

All  other  causes 

6 

13 

5 
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OF  BURY  ST. 

MEDICA 


Thirty -seventh  Annual  Report,  1944, 

Form  6 M issued  by  the  Medical  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  in  December,  confines  this 
Report  to  the  same  lines  as  usual,  and  the  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report  supply  all  the  material 
necessary  for  an  analysis  of  the  year’s  work.  A few  special  facts  call  for  consideration. 

1.— STAFF. 

The  shortage  reported  in  1943  has,  if  anything,  caused  even  more  difficulty.  It  was  not  possible 
to  obtain  the  services  of  an  Assistant  Nurse  until  the  beginning  of  March,  a Dental  Attendant  being 
employed  in  the  meantime  to  take  over  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic.  From  March  to  September 
the  two  School  Nurses  functioned,  a period  which  included  the  long  summer  holidays,  but  unfortunately 
at  the  beginning  of  September  the  Senior  School  Nurse  broke  down,  and  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
the  Junior  for  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Clinic  and  re-engage  the  Dental  Attendant  to  replace  her. 
At  the  same  time  the  Dental  Surgeon,  whose  health  has,  unfortunately,  been  uncertain  for  the  last 
few  years,  became  seriously  ill.  The  service  was  presented  with  a difficult  problem  for  he  was  unable 
to  find  a substitute  and  advertisements  in  the  dental  journals  showed  that  there  were  more  vacancies 
than  candidates  available  to  fill  them.  The  only  solution  which  presented  itself  appeared  to  be  the 
enlistment  of  independent  Dental  Surgeons  already  practising  in  the  Borough  who  would  be  prepared 
to  help  the  service  out  of  its  difficulty  by  giving  a portion  of  their  time  to  work  at  the  Clinic  at 
what  can  only  be  regarded  as  a nominal  rate.  Mr.  Sarginson,  Mr.  Hales  and  Mr.  Lavelle  with  great 
public  spirit  promptly  responded  to  a personal  appeal,  and  agreed  to  carry  out  the  routine  work, 
although  the  weekly  sessions  had  to  be  reduced  from  8 to  5 hours.  This  saved  the  Dental  Service 
from  a complete  breakdown  and  has  assured  its  partial  maintenance  until  March  31st.  The  thanks  of 
the  Committee  have  been  expressed  to  them  for  their  help  in  a^  crisis  which  could  in  no  way  otherwise 
have  been  met. 

2.— NUTRITION. 

It  was  stated  last  year  that  broadly  speaking  there  had  been  no  general  deterioration  as  a result 
of  the  war.  The  figures  for  1944  justify  this.  While  the  nutrition  of  children  at  routine  inspections 
has  been  regularly  surveyed,  the  larger  inspections  of  children  has  suffered  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
nursing  staff.  The  Table  “A”  in  the  Appendix,  however,  shows  that  the  children  in  category  A are 
more  numerous  than  those  in  category  C,  while  the  percentage  of  normal  children  corresponds  more 
approximately  to  those  found  at  routine  inspections. 

For  the  first  time  for  three  years,  the  classification  at  Routine  Inspections  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  a single  observer,  the  School  Medical  Officer  himself,  so  that  no  errors  due  to  individual  preferences 
have  entered  into  it.  The  outstanding  fact  is  that  the  figures  under  Category  A have  been  nearly 
doubled  at  the  expense  of  those  under  category  B,  which  have  fallen  by  11%,  while  the  Category  C 
children  have  increased  by  3%.  There  have  again  been  no  childfren  classed  as  badly  nourished 
(category  D). 

It  is  an  unsatisfactory  classification,  as  was  pointed  out  last  year,  and  all  children  examined  for 
nutrition  should  be  returned  as  either  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory,  which  would  enable  those  in  the 
latter  class  to  be  followed  up  with  a view  to  their,  being  remedied. 

A reference  was  made  in  the  last  Report  to  the  improvement  in  the  dental  condition  of  entrants, 
compared  with  those  before  the  war.  The  statement  that  a large  majority  of  5-year-olds  in  1943  had 
perfect  teeth  led  to  wide  publicity  in  the  London  and  Provincial  press,  and  many  letters  were 
received  asking  for  information  to  bear  out  the  suggestion.  These  figures  have  now  been  worked 
out  and  appear  in  Table  B in  the  Appendix. 

The  figures  relate  to  children  born  in  1929,  1934  and  1939  and  examined  in  1934,  1939  and  1944, 
in  order  that  the  quinquennial  periods  between  birth  and  the  first  medical  inspection  might  be 
rigidly  observed.  As  might  be  expected,  the  records  relating  to  the  first  group  have  lapsed  because 
they  had  left  school  in  1944  when  the  investigation  was  made,  and  the  numbers  are  consequently 
relatively  smaller  than  those  for  the  two  latter  quinquennial  periods.  The  1934 — 1939  group  show  a 
very  great  improvement  and  one  is  inclined  to  ascribe  this  to  the  establishment  of  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  in  1930  which  enabled  personal  instruction  to  be  given  to  parents  not  merely  on  suitable 
feeding,  but  on  the  care  of  the  children’s  teeth  ; but  the  improvement  between  1939  and  1944  is 
equally  striking  and  cannot  be  ascribed  merely  to  the  instruction  referred  to.  Exchange  of  views 
with  Mr.  Grandison,  Chief  Dental  Officer,  Cambridge,  confirms  one  in  the  opinion  that  there  are  three 
main  factors  in  the  remarkable  improvement  in  the  teeth  of  5-year-olds  in  the  last  five  years  that 
cannot  be  too  often  emphasised,  and  are — First,  a reduction  in  sweets  available  to  very  young 
children ; second,  the  improvement  in  the  nutritional  value  of  war-time  bread ; and  third,  the 
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largely  increased  consumption  of  fruit  and  vegetables  during  the  war.  As  to  the  first,  it  has  been 
suggested  by  a discerning  member  of  the  Committee  that  the  popularity  of  the  School  Medical  Service 
among  the  young  children  is  likely  to  receive  a severe  “ set-back,”  but  even  that  cannot  alter  the 
conclusion  which  is  inevitable.  As  to  the  second,  a more  practical  question  is  raised  by  the  promise 
that  as  soon  as  conditions  permit,  the  national  loaf  should  be  ” whiter.”  This  is  a proposal  which 
calls  for  very  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in  a position  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
It  is  true  that  war-time  bread  has  proved  indigestible  to  a great  many  middle-aged  and  elderly 
people  with  defective  teeth,  but  that  it  has  improved  the  dental  condition  of  children  from  the 
weaning  stage  onwards  to  the  second  dentition  is  beyond  question.  Used  the  day  after  baking,  cut 
in  thin  slices,  and  if  necessary,  lightly  toasted,  it  forms  a valuable  item  in  the  dietary  of  the  under 
fives,  and  is  generally  enjoyed  by  them. 

An  article  in  a leading  London  paper  stated  that  of  Army  and  A.T.S.  recruits,  90%  of  the  men, 
and  86%  of  the  women  needed  dental  treatment  on  enlistment.  In  Cambridge  a survey  of  5-year-olds 
showed  that  only  9.1%  had  entirely  sound  teeth.  Compared  with  our  own,  these  were  disheartening 
figures,  but  Mr.  Grandison,  on  enquiry',  was  kind  enough  to  say  that  they  related  to  193& — 
earlier  than  the  period  covered  by  our  own  latest  return. 

The  1929 — 34  group,  most  of  whom  had  already  left  school  when  this  enquiry  was  instituted, 
showed  that  28%  had  sound  teeth  and  72%  defective  teeth.  Of  the  1934 — 39  group,  thanks  largely  to 
instruction  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  55%  had  sound  teeth  and  45%  carious  teeth. 
In  the  last,  1939 — 1944  group,  no  less  than  73.5%  had  periectly  sound  teeth  and  only  26.5%  were 
bad.  The  total  number  of  children  in  the  three  groups  were,  71,  87,  136.  The  figures  are  small  it 
is  true,  but  they  are  too  striking  to  be  passed  over  as  a mere  coincidence  in  a small  area  and 
without  being  checked  by  reference  on  similar  lines  to  larger  areas. 

Both  the  population  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  years  1929,  1934  and  1939  remained  fairly  constant 
The  infant  death  rate  was  highest  in  1929  and  lowest  in  1934  when  it  was  almost  halved,  and  rose 
again  in  1939.  The  first  attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  were  doubled  between 
1934  and  1939.  Table  “ D.” 

While  working  out  the  dental  tables  for  the  three  periods,  1929 — 34  ; 1934 — 39  ; and  1939 — 44, 
a summary  was  made  of  the  heights  and  weights  of  all  the  children  whose  cards  were  available,  and 
the  averages  are  shown  in  Table  ” C ” following  that  for  dental  deficiency. 

3.— SCABIES. 

On  the  whole  this  has  not  been  so*  difficult  a problem  as  in  the  last  two  years,  there  being  a 
definite  falling  off  in  the  number  of  local  children  and  a slight  increase  among  the  evacuees.  Benzyl- 
benzoate  treatment  was  applied  to  147  children  who  were  given  467  baths  to  prepare  them  for  it. 

4.— VERMINOU  S CONDITIONS. 

The  fact  that  only  one  School  Nurse  was  functioning  for  over  one  half  of  the  school  year  led  to 
a reduction  in  the  average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  and  of  the  total  number 
of  children  examined.  Table  V.  shows  the  number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  and,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  percentage  is  higher  than  for  1943.  Verminous  children  continue  to  present  them- 
selves in  certain  families  which  are  under  constant  observation. 

5.— MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. 

A Table,  too  long  to  print,  has  been  compiled  showing  : — (1)  The  average  attendance ; (2)  The 
number  of  children  buying  milk  ; and  (3)  The  number  receiving  it  free,  in  each  month.  The  figures 
work  out  at — (1)  2014;  (2)  1114;  (3)  169.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1943  were — (1)  2005; 
(2)  1110;  (3)  19^  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  for  making  these  returns  montlily. 

6.— SCHOOL  DINNERS 

at  the  Silver  Jubilee  School,  which  includes  St.  Edmundsbury,  are  of  excellent  quality.  The 
Feoffment  School  also  has  a very  popular  canteen.  The  children  who  take  advantage  of  these  dinners 
have  undoubtedly  shown  a great  improvement  in  their  nutritional  standard. 


7.— CLINICS. 

The  School  Clinic,  which  is  open  daily  including  Saturday  mornings,  showed  a considerable 
increase  with  7676  attendances,  as  against  7015  for  1943,  and  1181  children,  compared  with  1015 
were  seen  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Dental  Department,  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  shows  a considerable  reduction  both 
in  the  number  of  children  inspected  and  of  those  treated,  compared  with  the  year  before. 

The  figures  for  the  Eye  Clinic  correspond  very  closely  with  those  for  1943,  as  do  those  for 
defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat.  Both  these  ancilliary  branches  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  in 
extremely  capable  hands  and  the  treatment  of  children  coming  under  them  can  scarcely  be  improved 
upon. 
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There  were  no  Blind  and  Deaf  Children  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

Voluntary  Payments  in  the  collection  boxes  amounted  to  : — 

School  Clinic — £3  2s.  Od.  Dental  Clinic — £4  2s.  Od. 

CHILDREN’S  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

Since  the  institution  of  the  School  Medical  Service  37  years  ago,  a Children’s  Care  Committee, 
consisting  of  ladies  who  volunteered  to  administer  a fund  raised  by  the  school  children,  supplemented 
by  contributions-  by  the  teaching  staff,  has  distributed  boots,  clothing  and  in  some  cases  patent  foods 
and  even  part  of  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances  for  necessitous  children. 

Miss  Bullen  was  elected  Secretary  of  this  Committee  at  the  outset  and  took  such  complete  and 
successful  control  of  the  organisation  that  she  is  now  practically  the  only  representative  left  of  the 
original  Committee.  In  the  last  25  years  she  has  co-operated  with  Nurse  Sneezum  in  this  work  and 
her  reports  have  been  read  with  both  interest  and  gratitude  for  the  great  trouble  she  has  taken. 

The  present  balance  in  hand  is  approximately  £150.  The  total  sum  received  since  1926  was  £518. 


The  Children’s  Care  Committee  was  formed  by  Dr.  Stork — I think  in  1907  or  1908 — of  12  ladies, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Salmon  acted  as  Chairman.  They  met  in  the  old  Town  Hall  and  raised  money  by 
subscriptions,  jumble  sales  and  so  on,  and  visited  the  homes  of  the  children.  This  Committee  did  not 
exist  very  long,  and  I believe  there  was  an  interval — was  it  during  the  1914-18  war  ? Other  ladies 
re-joined,  but  for  a long  time  now  it  has  ceased  to  be  an  actual  Committee ; the  work  now  being 
done  at  the  Clinic.  Mr.  Pettitt  kindly  undertaking  the  collection  of  the  money  in  the  Schools,  and 
I paying  the  bills  and  consulting  with  Nurse  Sneezum. 

Dr.  Stork  instituted  a monthly  halfpenny  collection  in  the  Schools,  but  I do  not  think  the 
collection  is  actually  made  in  this  way  now.  No  subscriptions  are  asked  for  now,  nor  have  they 
been  for  some  time  past.  The  collections  in  the  Schools  have  raised  large  sums,  quite  enough  for  our 
needs,  which  just  at  the  moment  are  less. 

There  is  a bank  balance  of  £50  15s.  Od.,  with  £96  Os.  Od.  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pettitt,  and 
about  £3  Os.  Od.  cash  in  hand. 

EDITH  M.  BULLEN. 


And  now  that  the  Borough  Education  Committee  of  a Part  HI.  Authority  surrenders  its  trust 
to  the  County,  it  can  look  back  on  37  years  of  progressive  work  commencing  in  a very  small  way. 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed  at  the  old  premises  at  5,  Cornhill,  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  with 
a general  practitioner  as  anaesthetist  ; the  dental  work  consisting  solely  of  extractions  of  carious  and 
aching  teeth  ; and  a prescription  for  spectacles  for  children  found  on  inspection  or  reported  by  the 
teachers  as  having  defective  vision.  As  the  time  has  passed  all  these  have  been  separated  into  special 
departments  and  in  the  present  Clinic,  thanks  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department  at  the 
Hospital,  to  Drs.  Batt  and  Cory  at  the  Eye  CUnic,  to  the  Dental  Service,  and  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Service  also  at  the  Hospital,  the  School  Clinic  can  claim  to  have  received  throughout  its  history  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to  be  well  equipped  for  its  transfer  to  the  new  Authority. 

Special  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Bird,  both  for  his  work  as  anaesthetist  at  the  Dental  Clinic  and 
as  assistant  to  Mr.  A.  Rocyn  Jones  for  the  Orthopaedic  cases. 


Form  8 M. 

MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 


TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  No.  of  Inspections  : — 57. 

Entrants — 294  Second  Age  Group — 221  Third  Age  Group — 219 


Total  ....  734 

(2)  No.  of  other  Routine  Inspections  : Transfers  and  Evacuees  ....  ....  ....  44 

Grand  Total  778 

B. — ^Other  Inspections. 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2039 
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TABLE  11. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

E 

(Nor 

mal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

I 

(Ba 

) 

d) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

778 

141 

18.1 

571 

73.39 

66 

8.48 

— 

— 

TABLE  HI. 


Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s 

Scheme  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1195 


Group  1 1. 

Group  III. 

Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

ERRORS  OF  REFRACTION 
(including  squint) 

193 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 

Group  1.) 



Received  Operative  Treatment  .... 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment 

38 

42 

Total 

193 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles 
were 

{a)  Prescribed 

103 

Total  number  treated  .... 

80 

{b)  Obtained 

103 

TABLE  IV. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1943. 


(1).  Number  of  children  inspected 
by  the  Dentist 

[a) .  Routine  age-groups  ....  1488  (2684) 

[b) .  Specials  ....  ....  199  (188) 


[c) 

. Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  1687 

(2872) 

(2). 

Number  found  to  require 
Treatment 

951 

(1921) 

(3). 

Number  actually  treated  in- 
cluding arrears 

1171 

(1794) 

(4). 

Attendances  made  by  children 
for  treatment .... 

1515 

(2648) 

(5). 

Half-days  devoted  to  : — 
Inspection 

11 

(16) 

Treatment 

127 

(147) 

Total 

138 

(163) 

(6).  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

..  238 

(232) 

Temporary  Teeth 

5 

(-) 

Total 

...  243 

(232) 

(7).  Extractions  ; — 

Permanent  Teeth  . 

..  190 

(343) 

Temporary  Teeth 

..  265 

(405) 

Total 

..  455 

(748) 

(8) . Administrations  of  general 


anaesthetics  for  extractions 

169 

(295) 

(9).  Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

110 

(705) 

Temporary  Teeth 

901 

(1342) 

Total 

1011 

(2047) 
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TABLE  V. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


(i).  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  or 

other  authorised  person  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .■•  ....  4 

(ii) .  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School  Nurses  or  other 

authorised  persons....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9053 

(iii) .  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  165 

(iv) .  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Educa- 

tion Act,  1921  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(v) .  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

{a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

[b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children  who  are  not  at  the  present  time 
receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special  needs.  The  return  should  relate  to  all  such  children 
including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


1. 

At  a Public 
Elementary  School 

2. 

At  an  Institution  other 
than  a Special  School 

3. 

At  no  School 
or  Institution. 

Blind  Children 

Deaf  Children 

- 

— 

— 

TABLE  VII. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  STAFF. 


Proportion  of  whole  time  devoted  to 

Name  of  Officer. 

School  Medical  Service. 

Public  Health. 

S.M.O. — Stork,  Ernest  (part  time) 

A.S.M.O’s.  (0)  

l/6th 

l/6th 

Senior  Dentist — Rhodes,  Sidney  (part  time) 

2/5ths 

M.  & C.W.  cases  as  re- 

required  included  in  the 

foregoing. 

SCHOOL  NURSING  STAFF. 


(excluding  Specialist  Nurses  such  as  Orthopaedic  Nurses). 


Number  of  Officers 

Aggregate  of  time  given  to  S.M.S.  work  in  terms  of 
whole  time  officers. 

School  Nurses 

1,  Jan.  to  March  6th 

1,  Sept.  15th  to  Dec.  4th 

47^  hours  a week  during  term. 

2,  March  to  Sept.  15th 

12  hrs.  a week  during  hohdays. 

District  Nurses 

0 

Nursing  Assistants 

0 

Dental  Attendants 

1,  Jan.  to  March  6th 

1,  Sept,  to  Dec.  31st 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  A. 


School. 

No.  Exd. 

NUTRITION  SURVEY. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

St.  Edmundsbury  .... 

St.  John’s 

....  327 

30 

271 

26 

....  100 

9 

86 

5 

Morpeth  St. 

....  56 

16 

37 

3 

Jubilee  Boys 

....  243 

23 

201 

19 

John  Scurr 

....  29 

2 

25 

2 

Jubilee  Girls 

....  212 

22 

167 

23 

Feoffment 

....  403 

24 

360 

19 

Victoria  .... 

....  164 

7 

148 

9 

Eastgate  .... 

....  65 

7 

55 

3 

Roman  Catholic  .... 

....  97 

6 

87 

4 

1696 

146  (8.6%) 

1437  (84.7%) 

113 

TABLE  B. 


TEETH. 


Period. 

Number  Examined 

Good. 

Percentage. 

1929—1934... 

71 

20 

28 

1934—1939... 

87 

48 

55 

1939—1944... 

136 

99 

73.5 

TABLE  C. 


Year. 

Number 

Average 

Weight. 

Average  Height. 

Born. 

Inspected. 

Inspected. 

* 

Boys. 

St.  lbs. 

Girls. 

St.  lbs. 

Boys. 

Inches. 

Girls. 

Inches. 

1929 

1934 

71 

2 7 

2 4 

41 

41 

1934 

1939 

87 

2 9 

2 9 

42.4 

42.1 

1939 

1944 

136 

3 0 

2 8 

41.5 

40.5 

* Figures  in  this  column  relate  to  Record  Cards  still  available  on  December  31st,  1944. 


TABLE  D. 


1929. 

1934. 

1939. 

Population  .... 

16400 

16810 

17020 

Live  Births 

225 

237 

239 

Birth  Rate.... 

13.72 

14.1 

14.04 

Infant  Deaths 

13 

6 

10 

Infant  Death  Rate  .... 

48.8 

26.4 

37.8 

First  Attendances  at 

Commenced 

111 

209 

M.  and  C.  W.  Clinic  1st  April,  1930 

(Part  Year  1930—62). 
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MEDICAT^SERVICE. 


Thirty-seven  th  Annual  Report,  1944. 

Form  6 M issued  by  the  Medical  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  in  December,  confines  this 
Report  to  the  same  lines  as  usual,  and  the  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report  supply  all  the  material 
necessary  for  an  analysis  of  the  year’s  work.  A few  special  facts  call  for  consideration. 


1.— STAFF. 

The  shortage  reported  in  1943  has,  if  anything,  caused  even  more  difficulty.  It  was  not  possible 
to  obtain  the  services  of  an  Assistant  Nurse  until  the  beginning  of  March,  a Dental  Attendant  being 
employed  in  the  meantime  to  take  over  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic.  From  March  to  September 
the  two  School  Nurses  functioned,  a period  which  included  the  long  summer  holidays,  but  unfortunately 
at  the  beginning  of  September  the  Senior  School  Nurse  broke  down,  and  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
the  Junior  for  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Clinic  and  re-engage  the  Dental  Attendant  to  replace  her. 
At  the  same. time  the  Dental  Surgeon,  whose  health  has,  unfortunately,  been  uncertain  for  the  last 
few  years,  became  seriously  ill.  The  service  was  presented  with  a difficult  problem  for  he  was  unable 
to  find  a substitute  and  advertisements  in  the  dental  journals  showed  that  there  were  more  vacancies 
than  candidates  available  to  fill  them.  The  only  solution  which  presented  itself  appeared  to  be  the 
enlistment  of  independent  Dental  Surgeons  already  practising  in  the  Borough  who  would  be  prepared 
to  help  the  service  out  of  its  difficulty  by  giving  a portion  of  their  time  to  work  at  the  Clinic  at 
what  can  only  be  regarded  as  a nominal  rate.  Mr.  Sarginson,  Mr.  Hales  and  Mr.  Lavelle  with  great 
public  spirit  promptly  responded  to  a personal  appeal,  and  agreed  to  carry  out  the  routine  work, 
although  the  weekly  sessions  had  to  be  reduced  from  8 to  5 hours.  This  saved  the  Dental  Service 
from  a complete  breakdown  and  has  assured  its  partial  maintenance  until  March  31st.  The  thanks  of 
the  Coinmittee  have  been  expressed  to  them  for  their  help  in  a crisis  which  could  in  no  way  otherwise 
have  been  met. 


2.— NUTRITION. 

It  was  stated  last  year  that  broadly  speaking  there  had  been  no  general  deterioration  as  a result 
of  the  war.  The  figures  for  1944  justify  this.  While  the  nutrition  of  children  at  routine  inspections 
has  been  regularly  surveyed,  the  larger  inspections  of  children  has  suffered  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
nursing  staff.  The  Table  “A”  in  the  Appendix,  however,  shows  that  the  children  in  category  A are 
more  numerous  than  those  in  category  C,  while  the  percentage  of  normal  children  corresponds  more 
approximately  to  those  found  at  routine  inspections. 

For  the  first  time  for  three  years,  the  classification  at  Routine  Inspections  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  a single  observer,  the  School  Medical  Officer  himself,  so  that  no  errors  due  to  individual  preferences 
have  entered  into  it.  The  outstanding  fact  is  that  the  figures  under  Category  A have  been  nearly 
doubled  at  the  expense  of  those  under  category  B,  which  have  fallen  by  11%,  while  the  Category  C 
children  have  increased  by  3%.  There  have  again  been  no  childfren  classed  as  badly  nourished 
(category  D). 

It  is  an  unsatisfactory  classification,  as  was  pointed  out  last  year,  and  all  children  examined  for 
nutrition  should  be  returned  as  either  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory,  which  would  enable  those  in  the 
latter  class  to  be  followed  up  with  a view  to  their  being  remedied. 

A reference  was  made  in  the  last  Report  to  the  improvement  in  the  dental  condition  of  entrants, 
compared  with  those  before  the  war.  The  statement  that  a large  majority  of  5-year-olds  in  1943  had 
perfect  teeth  led  to  wide  publicity  in  the  London  and  Provincial  press,  and  many  letters  were 
received  asking  for  information  to  bear  out  the  suggestion.  These  figures  have  now  been  worked 
out  and  appear  in  Table  B in  the  Appendix. 

The  figures  relate  to  children  born  in  1929,  1934  and  1939  and  examined  in  1934,  1939  and  1944, 
in  order  that  the  quinquennial  periods  between  birth  and  the  first  medical  inspection  might  be 
rigidly  observed.  As  might  be  expected,  the  records  relating  to  the  first  group  have  lapsed  because 
they  had  left  school  in  1944  when  the  investigation  was  made,  and  the  numbers  are  consequently 
relatively  smaller  than  those  for  the  two  latter  quinquennial  periods.  The  1934 — 1939  group  show  a 
very  great  improvement  and  one  is  inclined  to  ascribe  this  to  the  establishment  of  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  in  1930  which  enabled  personal  instruction  to  be  given  to  parents  not  merely  on  suitable 
feeding,  but  on  the  care  of  the  children’s  teeth  ; but  the  improvement  between  1939  and  1944  is 
equally  striking  and  cannot  be  ascribed  merely  to  the  instruction  referred  to.  Exchange  of  views 
with  Mr.  Grandison,  Chief  Dental  Officer,  Cambridge,  confirms  one  in  the  opinion  that  there  are  three 
main  factors  in  the  remarkable  improvement  in  the  teeth  of  5-year-olds  in  the  last  five  years  that 
cannot  be  too  often  emphasised,  and  are — First,  a reduction  in  sweets  available  to  very  young 
children ; second,  the  improvement  in  the  nutritional  value  of  war-time  bread ; and  third,  the 
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largely  increased  consumption  of  fruit  and  vegetables  during  the  war.  As  to  the  first,  it  has  been 
suggested  by  a discerning  member  of  the  Committee  that  the  popularity  of  the  School  Medical  Servi'te 
among  the  young  children  is  likely  to  receive  a severe  “ set-back,”  but  even  that  cannot  alter  the 
conclusion  which  is  inevitable.  As  to  the  second,  a more  practical  question  is  f raised  by  the  promise 
that  as  soon  as  conditions  permit,  the  national  loaf  should  be  “whiter.”  This  is  a. proposal  which 
calls  for  very  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  in  a position  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
It  is  true  that  war-time  bread  has  proved  indigestible  to  a great  many  middle-aged  and  elderly 
people  with  defective  teeth,  but  that  it  has  improved  the  dental  condition  of  children  from  the 
weaning  stage  onwards  to  the  second  dentition  is  beyond  question.  Used  the  day  after  baking,  cut 
in  thin  slices,  and  if  necessary,  lightly  toasted,  it  forms  a valuable  item  in  the  dietary  of  the  under 
fives,  and  is  generally  enjoyed  by  them. 

An  article  in  a leading  London  paper  stated  that  of  Army  and  A.T.S.  recruits,  90%  of  the  men, 
and  86%  of  the  women  needed  dental  treatment  on  enlistment.  In  Cambridge  a survey  of  5-year-olds 
showed  that  only  9.1% ' had  entirely  sound  teeth.  Compared  with  our  own,  these  were  disheartening 
figures,  but  Mr.  Grandison,  on  enquiry,  was  kind  enough  to  say  that  they  related  to  1938 — 
earlier  than  the  period  covered  by  our  own  latest  return. 

The  1929 — 34  group,  most  of  whom  had  already  left  school  when  this  enquiry  was  instituted, 
showed  that  28%  had  sound  teeth  and  72%  defective  teeth.  Of  the  1934 — 39  group,  thanks  largely  to 
instruction  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  55%  had  sound  teeth  and  ^45%  carious  teeth. 
In  the  last,  1939 — 1944  group,  no  less  than  73.5%  had  ■ perfectly  sound  teeth  and  only  26.5%  were 
bad.  The  total  number  of  children  in  the  three  groups  were,  71,  87,  136.  The  figures  are  small  it 
is  true,  but  they  are  too  striking  to  be  passed  over  as  a mere  coincidence  in  a small  area  and 
without  being  checked  by  reference  on  similar  lines  to  larger  areas. 

Both  the  population  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  years  1929,  1934  and  11939  remained  fairly  constant 
The  infant  death  rate  was  liighest  in  1929  and  lowest  in  1934  when  it  was  almost  halved,  and  rose 
again  in  1939.  The  first  attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  were  doubled  between 
1934  and  1939.  Table  “ D.” 

While  working  out  the  dental  tables  for  the  three  periods,  1929 — 34  ; 1934 — ^39  ; and  1939—44, 
a summary  was  made  of  the  heights  and  weights  of  all  the  children  whose  cards  were  available,  and 
the  averages  are  shown  in  Table  “ C ” following  that  for  dental  deficiency. 

3.— SCABIES. 

On  the  whole  this  has  not  been  so  difficult  a problem  as  in  the  last  two  years,  there  being  a 
definite  falling  off  in  the  number  of  local  children  and  a slight  increase  among  the  evacuees.  Benzyl- 
benzoate  treatment  was  applied  to  147  children  who  were  given  467  baths  to  prepare  them  for  it. 

4.— VERMINOU  S CONDITIONS. 

The  fact  that  only  one  School  Nurse  was  functioning  for  over  one  half  of  the  school  year  led  to 
a reduction  in  the  average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  and  of  the  total  number 
of  children  examined.  Table  V.  shows  the  number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  and,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  percentage  is  higher  than  for  1943.  Verminous  children  continue  to  present  them- 
selves in  certain  families  which  are  under  constant  observation. 


5.— MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. 

A Table,  too  long  to  print,  has  been  compiled  showing: — •(!)  The  average  attendance;  (2)  The 
number  of  children  buying  milk  ; and  (3)  The  number  receiving  it  free,  in  each  month.  The  figures 
work  out  at — (1)  2014;  (2)  1114;  (3)  169.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1943  were— (1)  2005; 
(2)  1110;  (3)  192.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  for  making  these  returns  monthly. 

6.— SCHOOL  DINNERS 

at  the  Silver  Jubilee  School,  which  includes  St.  Edmundsbury,  are  of  excellent  quality.  The 
Feoffment  School  also  has  a very  popular  canteen.  The  children  who  take  advantage  of  these  dinners 
have  undoubtedly  shown  a great  improvement  in  their  nutritional  standard. 


7.— CLINICS. 

The  School  Clinic,  which  is  open  daily  including  Saturday  mornings,  showed  a considerable 
increase  with  7676  attendances,  as  against  7015  for  1943,  and  1181  children,  compared  with  1015 
were  seen  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Dental  Department,  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  shows  a considerable  reduction  both 
in  the  number  of  children  inspected  and  of  those  treated,  compared  with  the  year  before. 

The  figures  for  the  Eye  Clinic  correspond  very  closely  with  those  for  1943,  as  do  those  for 
defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat.  Both  these  ancilliary  branches  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  in 
extremely  capable  hands  and  the  treatment  of  children  coming  under  them  can  scarcely  be  improved 
upon. 
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• There  were  no  Blind  and  Deaf  Children  inlthe  area  during  the  year. 

Voluntary  Payments  in  the  collection  boxes  amounted  to  ; — 

School  Clinic — £3  -2s.  Od.  Dental  Clinic — £4  2s.  Od. 

CHILDREN'S  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

Since  the  institution  of -the  .School . Medical  Service  37  years  ago,  a Children’s  Care  Committee, 
consisting  of ' ladies  who  volunteered  to  administer  a fund  raised  by  the  school  children,  supplemented 
by  contributions-by -the  .teaching  staff,  has  distributed  boots,  clothing  and  in  some  cases  patent  foods 
and  even  part  of  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances  for  necessitous  children. 

Miss  Bullen  was  elected  Secretary  of  this  Committee  at  the  outset  and  took  such  complete  and 
successful  control  of  the  organisation  that  she  is  now  practically  the  only  representative  left  of  the 
original  Committee.  In  the  last  25  years  she  has  co-operated  with  Nurse  Sneezum  in  this  work  and 
her  reports  have  been  read  with  both  interest  and  gratitude  for  the  great  trouble  she  has  taken. 

The  present  balance  in  hand  is  approximately ‘£160.  The  Total  sum  received  since  1926  was  £518. 


The  Children’s  Care  Committee  was  formed  by  Dr.  Stork — I think  in  1907  or  1908 — ^of  12  ladies, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Salmon  acted  as  Chairman.  They  met  in  the  old  Town  Hall  and  raised  money  by 
subscriptions,  jumble  sales  and  so  on,  and  visited  the  homes  of  the  children.  This  Committee  did  not 
exist  very 'long,  and  I believe  there  was  an  interval — was  it  during  the  1914-18  war?  Other  ladies 
re-joined,  but  for  a long  time  now  it  has  ceased  to  be  an  actual  Committee  ; the  work  now  being 
done  at  the 'Clinic.  Mr.  Pettitt  kindly  undertaking  the  collection  of  the  money  in  the  Schools,  and 
I paying  the  bills  and  consulting  with  Nurse  Sneezum. 

Dr.  Stork  instituted  a monthly  halfpenny  collection  in  the  Schools,  but  I do  not  think  the 
collection  is  actually  made  in  this  way  now.  No  subscriptions  are  asked  for  now,  nor  have  they 
been  for  some  time  past.  The  collections  in  the  Schools  have  raised  large  sums,  quite  enough  for  our 
needs,  which  just  at  the  moment  are.  less. 

There  is  a bank  balance  of  £50  15s.  Od.,  with  £96  Os.  Od.  in  the 'hands  of  Mr.  Pettitt,  and 
about  £3  Os.  Od.  cash  in  hand. 

EDITH  M.  BULLEN. 

And  now  that  the  Borough  Education  Committee  of  a Part  HI.  Authority  surrenders  its  trust 
to  the  County,  it  can  look  back  on  37  years  of  progressive  work  commencing  in  a very  small  way. 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed  at  the  old  premises  at  5,  Cornhill,  by 'the  School  Medical  Officer  with 
a general  practitioner  as  anaesthetist ; The  dental  work  consisting  solely  of  extractions  of  carious  and 
aching  teeth  ; and  a prescription  for  spectacles  for  children  found  on  inspection  or  reported  by  the 
teachers  as  having  defective  vision.  As  the  time  has  passed  all  ithese  have  been  separated  into  special 
departments  and  in  the  present  Clinic,  thanks  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department  at  the 
Hospital,  to  Drs.  Batt  and  Cory  at  the  Ey'C  Clinic,  to  the  Dental  Service,  and  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Service  also  at  the  Hospital,  the  School  Clinic  can  claim  to  have  received  throughout  its  history  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to  be  well  equipped  for  its  transfer  to  the  new  Authority. 

Special  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Bird,  both  for  his  work  as  anaesthetist  at  the  Dental  Clinic  and 
as  assistant  to  Mr.  A.  Rocyn  Jones  for  the  Orthopaedic > cases. 


Form  8 M. 

MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 

TABLE  1. 

R/IEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A.— Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  No.  of  Inspections  : — 57. 

Entrants — 294  Second  Age  Group — 221  Third  Age  Group — 219 


Total  ....  734 

(2)  No.  of  other  Routine  Inspections  : Transfers  and  Evacuees  ....  ....  ....  44 

Grand  Total  778 

B.— ^Other  'Inspections. 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2039 
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TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR' 

IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

E 

(Nor 

mal) 

C 

(SHghtly 

subnormal) 

I 

(Ba 

) 

d) 

No. 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

778 

141 

18.1 

571 

73.39 

66 

8.48 

— 

— 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s 

Scheme  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1195 


Group  IT 

Group  III. 

Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose 

and  Throat. 

Under  the 

Under  the 

Authority’s 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Scheme. 

ERRORS  OF  REFRACTION 

(including  squint) 

193 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 

Received  Operative  Treatment  .... 

38 

(excluding  those  recorded  in 

Group  1.) 

— 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment 

42 

Total 

193 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles 

were 

Total  number  treated  .... 

80 

(a)  Prescribed 

103 

(b)  Obtained 

103 

’ 

TABLE  IV. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1943. 


(1).  Number  of  children  inspected 
by  the  Dentist 


{a) 

. Routine  age-groups 

1488 

(2684) 

ib) 

. Specials 

199 

(188) 

(c). 

Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  1687 

(2872) 

(2). 

Number  found  to  require 

Treatment 

951 

(1921) 

(3). 

Number  actually  treated  in- 

eluding  arrears 
Attendances  made  by  children 

1171 

(1794) 

(4). 

for  treatment  .... 

1515 

(2648) 

(5). 

Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

11 

(16) 

Treatment 

127 

(147) 

Total 

138 

(163) 

Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

238 

(232) 

Temporary  Teeth 

5 

(-) 

Total 

243 

(232) 

Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

190 

(343) 

Temporary  Teeth 

265 

(405) 

Total 

455 

(748) 

Administrations  of  general 

anaesthetics  for  extractions 

169 

(295) 

Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

no 

(705) 

Temporary  Teeth 

901 

(1342) 

Total 

1011 

(2047) 
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TABLE  V. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


(i).  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  or 

other  authorised  person  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  . ..  ....  4 

(ii).  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  b}^  School  Nurses  or  other 

authorised  persons....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9053 

(hi).  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  165 

(iv) .  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Educa- 

tion Act,  1921  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(v) .  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

{a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(6)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children  who  are  not  at  the  present  time 
receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special  needs.  The  return  should  relate  to  all  such  children 
including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

At  a Public 

At  an  Institution  other 

At  no  School 

Elementary  School 

than  a Special  School 

or  Institution. 

Blind  Children 



1 



Deaf  Children 

— 

— 

TABLE  VII. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  STAFF. 




Proportion  of  whole  time  devoted  to 

Name  of  Officer. 

School  Medical  Service. 

Public  Health. 

S.M.O. — Stork,  Ernest  (part  time) 

A.S.M.O’s.  (O)  ' ....  :... 

l/6th 

l/6th 

Senior  Dentist — Rhodes,  Sidney  (part  time) 

2/5ths 

M.  & C.W.  cases  as  re- 

required  included  in  the 

foregoing. 

SCHOOL  NURSING  STAFF. 


(excluding  Specialist  Nurses  such  as  Orthopaedic  Nurses). 


Number  of  Officers 

Aggregate  of  time  given  to  S.M.S.  work  in  terms  of 

whole  time  officers. 

School  Nurses 

1,  Jan.  to  March  6th 

1,  Sept.  15th  to  Dec.  4th 

47^  hours  a week  during  term. 

12  hrs.  a week  during  holidays. 

2,  March  to  Sept.  15th 

District  Nurses 

0 

Nursing  Assistants 

0 

Dental  Attendants 

1,  Jan.  to  March  6th 

1,  Sept,  to  Dec.  31st 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  A. 


u <« 


NUTRITION 

SURVEY. 

• 

School. 

No.  Exd. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

St.  Edmundsbury  .... 

....  327 

30 

271 

26 

St.  John’s 

....  100 

9 

86 

5 

Morpeth  St. 

....  56 

16 

37 

3 

Jubilee  Boys 

....  243 

23 

201 

19 

John  Scurr 

....  29 

2 

25 

2 

Jubilee  Girls 

....  212 

22 

167 

23 

Feoffment 

....  403 

24 

360 

19 

Victoria  .... 

....  164 

7 

148 

9 

Eastgate  .... 

....  65 

7 

55 

3 

Roman  Catholic  .... 

....  97 

6 

87 

4 

1696 

146  (8.6%) 

1437  (84.7%) 

113  (6.6%) 

TABLE  B. 
TEETH. 


Period. 

Number  Examined 

Good. 

Percentage. 

1929—1934... 

71 

20 

28 

1934—1939... 

87 

48 

55 

1939—1944... 

136 

99 

73.5 

TABLE  C. 


Year. 

Number 

Inspected. 

* 

Average 

Weight. 

Average  Height. 

Born. 

Inspected. 

Boys. 

St.  lbs. 

Girls. 

St.  lbs. 

Boys. 

Inches. 

Girls. 

Inches. 

1929 

1934 

71 

2 7 

2 4 

41 

41 

1934 

1939 

87 

2 9 

2 9 

42.4 

42.1 

1939 

1944 

136 

3 0 

2 8 

41.5 

40.5 

* Figures  in  this  column  relate  to  Record  Cards  still  available  on  December  31st,  1944. 


TABLE  D. 


1929. 

1934. 

1939. 

Population  .... 

16400 

16810 

17020 

Live  Births 

225 

237 

239 

Birth  Rate.... 

13.72 

14.1 

14.04 

Infant  Deaths 

13 

6 

10 

Infant  Death  Rate  .... 

48.8 

26.4 

37,8 

First  Attendances  at 

M.  and  C.  W.  Clinic 

Commenced 
....  1st  April,  1930 

(Part  Year  1930—62). 

111 

209 

6 


